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“They brought to him a deaf man who had  
an impediment in his speech; and they begged 
him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside, 
in private, away from the crowd, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched 
his tongue. Then looking up to heaven he 
sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha!’ that is,  
‘Be opened!’  And immediately his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he  
spoke plainly.” (Mark 7:32-35) 

Jesus sighed. Did you notice that?   

Here’s Jesus, simply trying to make his way  
to the Sea of Galilee, and all of the sudden he  
is presented with a charity case. What’s the Son 
of God to do? As he prepares to act, Jesus lets 
out a sigh. 

“Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for  
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words.”  (Romans 8:24-26) 

Before he utters a word, Jesus sighs. And then, 
he says just one word. It’s 
an Aramaic word; a word 
that Jesus speaks only 
once, only here. This 
single, powerful word is not 
found anywhere else in the 
Scriptures.  ‘Ephphatha!’     

Among the worship hymns 
which I consider my 
personal favorites is one 
we know as “Hymn of 
Promise.”  It appears many 

places under an 
alternative title: “In the 
Bulb There Is a Flower.”  
In 1985, Natalie Sleeth 
originally composed it 
as a choral anthem and 
later adapted it for congregational singing. It 
was dedicated to her husband, Ronald Sleeth, 
who died shortly after Natalie completed it. 
Each of its verses concludes:“…something God 
alone can see.” 

This is a hopeful, comforting hymn. Its message 
is centered in resurrection. My family and I have 
sung this hymn at the funerals of both my mom 
and my dad. Maybe you also have sung it on a 
sacred occasion in your life. 

It takes a great deal of trust to accept that  
God alone sees certain things; knows certain 
things; handles certain things. 

Yes, there are some things that God alone 
does. This is the center of our faith as Mainline 
Protestant Christians. We believe unflinchingly 
in God’s ability and wisdom. By and large,  
we do not believe in the infallibility of the  
Pope, or the infallibility of the Bible, or the 

infallibility of any aspect of 
the Church. Protestantism 
is a revolutionary branch of 
the Christian Church, 
whose disciples believe 
that Jesus Christ alone is 
infallible and without sin. 

God alone does certain 
things. In some ways, this 
can be quite difficult to 
(God’s Mystery continued on page 2) 

������������	����
����
�������
�����	����������
���
Mark 7:35



2 

accept. Yet, as we work at accepting this, we 
discover deep, spiritual serenity. We discover the 
holy peace which God promises. 

Our treasured denomination, the United Church of 
Christ, is a leading church! God’s people in UCC 
churches have been out front on matters of justice 
and morality for decades. What a privilege for us to 
be serving God through involvement in such a 
daring and caring church. 

Several years back, our denomination circulated a 
piece entitled, “I am the UCC.”  In fact,  
we used it as part of an Ivy Chapel UCC worship 
service. Its literary device is personification. It is 
written in the first person, the idea being that this is 
the voice of the whole UCC speaking: 

“I am the UCC…  

My roots go back 2000 years, but I am very much 
now and today.  
I embrace modern intelligent thinking: 

Acceptance. 
Inclusiveness. 
Justice. 
I can even be light-hearted. My open-armed 

approach is appealing to people of all races and 
lifestyles, which might explain why my 
congregations are diverse and unique. 

Another funny thing happens when you’re less 
judgmental. You allow people to search, discover 
and flourish. My friends come to me to seek their 
own answers, look inside themselves and explore 
their spiritual lives. 

(God’s Mystery  Continued from page 1) 

(God’s Mystery continued on page 7) 
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…A huge Over-The-Edge Thanks to all of you who 
helped make it another successful Vacation Bible 
School. So many people worked behind the scenes 
and during the week to help give the kids a great 
experience. The VBS program has many benefits to 
Ivy. It is a valuable community outreach for Ivy 
Chapel since many kids, who are not members, 
attend. Our older youth get to show their leadership 
skills by being crew leaders or activity leaders. 

In addition to the VBS daily activities, we encourage 
the kids to help with our two mission programs. 
Many school supplies were donated and $500 was 
raised for Lucas's scholarship at Instituto El Rey. 

It takes a team of talented 
minds and generous hearts 
to make VBS happen.  
We appreciate you! 

Amy Duvall and Lynn Potts 
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The Wilsons’ land line (636-273-9332) has 
been discontinued. 

Please call 314-306-3750  
to contact Pastor Dan. 
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Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission 
offering of the UCC that supports ministries 
of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States.  One-third of NIN funds 
support the Council for American Indian 
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is 
used by the UCC's Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of 
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects.  

Beginning September 13 bulletin inserts will 
help you understand this special ministry. 
Watch for contribution envelopes on October 
4th with the last insert. 
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linda@ivychapel.org   



����������
�#���������
�5�
"��#���������
��33�(�6������	��#
�$���
�0�
�
������ ��
"��#���������
��37�(�"

�����8�#�,�9�������#������% �����
�
"��#���������
��2:�(������������
��;�


�������-
�����4��-
�-��$���9 �
�/����<��=�!>!>	?=<6=<".<=�"��#����"

���3*�
�����������
����#�
����#��

�������
�$���
���
���
� �����
��������������
�������


���������"��#�����������%�����
��
����
�� ��!�,�����
���
��
�������
�����������%�����
�
4

��
��
���!������% ��������
����������
�
���������
�������������������������
��

����������� 
���#�%������
�
��
��
��������#�
�����������
�
��
��
�����#����%� �����%��� 
,����
�����������
������
���������?=
��
��
�������%����%�����
����"

 �
��
��3*��������
�
�������������
�����
�������#
��8���#�3����#�������
 ����
����#
��2���#��
�
@����������������������
�����
�������������������A� ���
B�
���������

�9������%����

�
 � �

�����$�������	-	��:-
;������3-�-<�
�
99 �
$����������
�

�������&��
����#�����������������=
� �������$���������
���%
��

���������������
����
�%
��
����
����
�����
����
�� ������

������%
��
�
��
�
��������������� ������
���&
������
�#�����
�

����� ���������#�

�
�
�#�����

���
�������#
��
�������������
����������
��

��#�%� ������������
�
;�$�����
����
�����&��
���������
�
�������
���#������
������ 
����������
 �����
��%
��� �

'���
���������#�%�����
�
��������
����������������� 
�����
�����
�
�

�����#�
����&��
�������������
���������"��
���������������# ��;�

C���>1�#��,������
����������������
���������������
��!�,����������
������#�����
��
���%�������
����
�� �������������������>1��
�
�

���
����
�������

����������
�������� � ��

;�
=��7����������7$-3�
��
99�
��)��>��$*)���$�?��������)���������>."�



5 

� �������� �� ��� �  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES UPDATE: 
Thanks to attendees of Vacation Bible School and 
members of Ivy, we were able to fill one van and one 
station wagon with school supplies and food 
donations on Sunday, August 2nd. This was an 
amazing amount to be donated from a church of our 
size. It was so rewarding to be able to deliver these 
donations to both Circle of Concern and Joint 
Neighborhood Ministries. Keep the food donations 
coming! 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS : 
Ivy’s 9th annual Blessing of the Animals will  
take place in and around the Eric Moody Pavilion  
on Saturday, Sept. 12 . The event will be from  
1-3 PM. This is a treasured event giving God glory 
for every precious creature of God.  

Once again, ambassadors of C.H.A.M.P. (Canine 
Helpers Allow More Possibilities) Assistance Dogs, 
Inc., Donna Martin and her dog Happe, will be  
here. Pastor Dan and Irene Gulovsen will offer 
individual blessings to the creatures who share their 
lives with ours. We ask that all pets be appropriately 

restrained. There will 
be information about 
C.H.A.M.P., treats for 
blessing recipients, 
refreshments for 
humans, and more! 
Don’t miss it. This 
truly is a sacred 
occasion.   
Come one; come all! 

��������	
��
Marsha Medley~Music Minister 
m.medley@att.net 

“Strong Songs for a Super Savior”, 
a mini-musical to be presented by 
our Created to Praise Choir and 
any other interested youth 
(kindergartner and up), started rehearsals August 30 
after worship. There are songs, with some solo 
parts, 3 speaking parts, and some rhythm parts. 
There is still time to join us! We will begin blocking 
rehearsals on Sunday, September 27 after worship, 
but all the music will need to be learned by then, so 
don’t wait! 

The Chancel Choir begins rehearsals on 
Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the multi-
purpose room with a NEW PIANO, thanks to a 
generous donation by a couple of music lovers at Ivy 
Chapel. This choir is for adults, high school students 
and mature middle school students. Very basic 
music reading skills are needed (can you find a 
treble and bass clef?), the rest can be learned 
throughout the year. Do you have to attend every 
week? That would be WONDERFUL, and we do 
have a very dedicated core group who does just that 
(and without them, we would not have the excellent 
choir we do have) BUT if you can come twice a 
month, or if you have lots of musical training, and 
can come at least once a month, 
please share your love of God and 
music with us! Plans for this year 
i n c l u d e  e x t r a  m u s i c  f o r 
Stewardship Sunday, and a 
Cantata on December 13. 

� ��
� ���� ���
� ��

��� �� ���ave you invited a co-
worker, a neighbor, a 

friend to worship with you lately? 
Do you know someone who is 
going through a difficult time?  

Maybe you know  
someone in  
whose life a  

wonderful  
blessing has  

just unfolded?   
      Reach out and 

 invite your  
acquaintance  

to come to Ivy Chapel UCC 
some Sunday soon. 
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GUTTERS AREN’T FUN BUT BOWLING IS! 

· September 20 – All Church Bowling at 
Brunswick Bowling after church* 

· October 7  Women’s Fellowship – volunteer and 
lunch at JNM – (date changed from the 5th) 

· October 9 – last day to submit donations for 
HarvestFest 2009 

· October 10 – JNM Trivia Night 

· October 24 – HarvestFest 

*Everyone is invited to attend our 
A L L - C H U R C H  B O W L I N G 
ACTIVITY (176 Four Seasons Shopping Ctr., 
Chesterfield, 314-469-6550) on September 20 
following worship.  We will be bowling from 12noon 
–2pm and the cost is $10 per person, with six 
people on a lane. This includes shoes and all of the 
bowling you can do in 2 hours.  Bring money for 
lunch at the bowling alley or eat before you 
come.  Be sure to sign up in September. 

�
���	
�����$�
Humorous quips are courtesy of  
Ronn Foster 

"Doc, I can hear all kinds of 
animals talk in my head." 

 "Well, don't worry," said the 
doctor. "You're just having 
Disney spells." 

The graduate with a Science degree asks, "Why 
does it work?"  The graduate with an Engineering 
degree asks, "How does it work?"  The graduate 
with an Accounting degree asks, "How much will it 
cost?"  The graduate with an Arts degree asks, 
"Do you want fries with that?"  

����������������������� ��
A Jebusite who sold his threshing floor and 
oxen to David for an altar and burnt offering. 
This place became the site of Solomon’s 
Temple.  (Because David had sinned) “LORD 
sent a plague on Israel from that morning until 
the end of the time designated, and seventy 
thousand of the people from Dan to Beersheba 
died. When the angel stretched out his hand to 
destroy Jerusalem, the LORD was grieved 
because of the calamity and said to the angel 
who was afflicting the people, "Enough! 
Withdraw your hand." The angel of the LORD 
was then at the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite.”   You can read about Araunah the Jebusite in 

1 Chronicles 21 and 2 Samuel 24.  
Bible trivia from A Bible Dictionary, The C. R. Gibson Co.�

� �!�
� �� ��� � �
 � � �� "�
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VALUABLE  CARE OPPORTUNITES  

��������piritual care in a variety of shapes and sizes is 
available at a trusted, neighboring facility, Care 

and Counseling, Inc. (12141 Ladue Road ). Learn 
about more by going to their web site 
www.careandcounseling.org  or by calling 314-878-
4340. Here are just a few upcoming workshops 
offered by Carole Myre, MA, LPC  

REVITALIZING  YOUR RELATIONSHIP  WORKSHOP                                     
DATE: Thursday, November 5, 2009 
TIME:  6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
FEE: $90 per couple 
Carole Myre, LPC can help you restore the vitality 
and life back into your marriage or relationship. 
Topics include: good communication, resolving 
conflicts, love to make a marriage last, good sex. 
This workshop is for couples past the “honeymoon” 
stage in their relationship. 

PREMARITAL  WORKSHOP                                                                  
DATE:  Thursday, November 12, 2009 
TIME:  6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
FEE:  $90 per couple 
Carole will offer couples skills to develop an intimate 
connection as well as maintain a satisfying life long 
relationship. Topics include: good communication, 
resolving conflicts, love to make a marriage last, and 
good sex. 

CREATIVE AGING WORKSHOP                                                          
DATE:  Thursday, January 21, 2010 
TIME:  6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
FEE:  $60 per person or $90 per couple 
Age is not dependent on chronological time. This 
workshop is designed to look at the possibilities of 
the last third of your life. Greater freedom, more time 
for solitude, contemplation and deeper spiritual 
growth are some of the treasures of your later 
years. It can be a time of undoing or reversing 
damage that you did to yourself early in life or a time 
to pursue last dreams. 
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 Sep 6 Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 146, 
James 2:1-17, Mark 7:24-37 

 Sep 13 Proverbs 1:20-33, Psalm 116:1-9, James 
3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38 

 Sep 20 Proverbs 31:10-31, Psalm 54, James 3:13-
4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9:30-37 

 Sep 27 Ester 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22, Psalm 19:7-14, 
James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50 

"Ordinary Time" is the longest season in the Church 
Year, bridging Easter in the spring with Advent in 
the fall.  

Sep 11--18th Annual Emmaus Homes Charity Golf 
Tournament & Diva Spa Party at Bear Creek 
Golf Club, Wentzville, MO. For more 
information, call 636-534-5214 or e-mail 
ballardg@emmaushomes.org. 

Sep 12--Saturday, 9am-4pm, Treasure Boutique 
Craft Fair & Bakery at St Martin’s UCC, 7890 
Dittmer Ridge Road, Dittmer MO. All types of 
crafters and specialty vendors will be on hand 
to sell their wares. Concessions will also be 
available. The event is sponsored by the St 
Martin’s Knight Angels Women’s Group. 
Anyone with questions on the event or to rent a 
space please contact the church office at 636-
285-4797 or 636-274-7078.  

Sep 16–Ivy Chapel Men’s luncheon at Lester’s at 
the Ladue Location: 9906 Clayton Road  

Sep 20–All Church Bowling at Brunswick Bowling 
See Page 6 

Sep 20–12am-5pm, St. Paul's UCC , Marthasville, 
Chicken Dinner.  103 South Second St. Adults 
$9.00, Children $4.50.  

Sep 29, 7pm   Guest Steward Gathering at home of 
Jim and Diann Sheahan-watch for invitation.  

Oct 7  Women’s Fellowship – volunteer and lunch at 
JNM – (date changed from the 5th) 

Oct  9– Last day to submit donations for HarvestFest 

Oct  10–Trivia Night at St. John’s Mehlville 
11333 St. John’s Church Rd (I-55/Lindbergh 
Blvd) 314-892-0848 

Oct  24–HarvestFest 2009 

See newsletter calendar for other events. 

�
Newsletter articles are due no later than the 

15th of every month. 

� � #� � 
�� �$"�� � ����% �
Most of the time the paper that is discarded goes into the 
Recycle Basket. Sometimes though, some paper has sensitive 
information and needs to be shredded. Problem is, Ivy Chapel’s 
paper shredder no longer works. If you have a spare shredder 
and would like to donate it to the church we would be very 
grateful. Or, if you would like to contribute towards the purchase 
of one please talk to the church secretary 314-434-4991. 

In the end, my personality is reflective of Christ’s.
 Open. 
 Embracing. 
 Nurturing. 
 And eternally relevant.” 

God and God alone sees certain things. How does 
one attempt to summarize God’s Mystery? It’s not 
easy. Try this on for size. All people are loved and 
treasured and blessed by God. As each sacred 
moment of life unfolds, may you and I seek to live as 
God’s Easter People, serving others with all we 
have been given. Imagine what will become of the 
world as more and more people live in the Way of 
Christ. In the words of Natalie Sleeth, “There’s a 
dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and 
me. From the past will come the future; what it 
holds, a mystery, unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.” 

 Ephphatha! 
Be opened! 
Stay open 

 to God’s mystery. 
 Pastor Dan 

pastordan@ivychapel.org 

(God’s Mystery Continued from page 2) 
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�� ur church staff would like to help you.  If there 
is some way in which our staff may be of help 

to you, please contact us 314-434-4991. God has 
called us to our positions, and we rejoice when we 
are able to serve God in these places of ministry. 
Pastor Dan Wilson: pastordan@ivychapel.org   

Linda Lowry: linda@ivychapel.org  

Frieda Clark: ivychapelucc@ivychapel.org   

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday / Friday 8:30AM–3:00PM  

Tuesday / Thursday 8:30AM–2:30PM 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR : If you wish to have 
flowers on the Altar to commemorate an occasion, 
please check the Flower Chart in Fellowship Hall 
and talk to Ruth Huston (314-878-6257) if you 
would like her to order them. 

NEED TO BORROW Chairs or Tables? Please call 
Ralph Weiland 314-878-3230. 

 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP   REMINDERS ARE E-MAILED OR MAILED EVERY TUESDAY.  
PLEASE  TRADE  WITH SOMEONE AND  CONTACT  NANCY  MARSTON  314-878-1317, IF YOU ARE  UNABLE  TO ASSIST . 
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September :  Julie Arnold 314-469-0681 Val Waterman 636-391-9886 
October :  Sarah Heend 314-878-2006 Nancy Litzinger 314-434-4162  

01 Dale Rowe 

03 Sarah Heend,  
 Frank Purviance 
04 Brooke Hilton 
 Gail Thoele 
06 Danny Faust 

11 Calvin Heend 

15 Lee Headrick 
 Linda Lowry 
 Jan Taylor 

9/10/1960 John and Sharon O’Rourke 
9/11/1982  Gary and Sue Lindhorst 
09/23/2006 Trish and Mark Baker 
9/24/1996 Curt and Jennifer Wintrode 

17 April Reiss 
22 Erin Fenton 

26 Carolyn Bage 

28 Richard Heend 
 JoAnn Moody 
29 Dr. Evelyn Del Carmen 

30 Mark Gerdes 
 Jim Wendt 
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��
�����������  Because things change please CONSULT the  church Office calendar 
before you schedule a group event. Even for away events. If your group 
has a calendar change please let the church office know.     

See Flower Chart in Fellowship Hall about 
flowers for the Sanctuary. 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
August 30  
 13th S after Pentecost�
9am Adult Bible Class 10am Worship and 
SS�
F&F Choir sing�

11:15am Mini musical rehearsal 

August 31�

  
1�
  

2�
 �
CC Rehearsal 7pm  

3�
  

4�
  

5�
  

6   14th S after Pentecost�
9am Adult Bible Class 
10am Worship w/Communion 
and SS 
Mini Musical rehearsal (see pg 
5-Music Notes) 

7  Labor Day �
NO School �

  

8�
  

9�
 �
CC Rehearsal 7pm  

10�
 �

Trustee Mtg 7:30pm �
  

11�
  

12�
Blessing of the  
Animals 1-3pm �

Stewardship Set-up�
 

13   15th S after Pentecost�
9am Adult Bible Class 
10am Worship and SS 
Acolyte Training (see PP) 

CA Mtg 11:15am  
Mini Musical rehearsal (see pg 

14�
CE Meeting 7pm 
 
�����������	
������
���
�	�
�������	����

15�
The Ivy Vine  
Articles DUE �

  

16�
Men’s Luncheon 
11:30am  Lester’s 
see pg 6 �
 �
CC Rehearsal 7pm  

17�
  

18�
  

19�
AA-BBQ 9am-2pm 

20   16th S after Pentecost�
Stewardship Kick-off 
9am Adult Bible Class 
10am Worship and SS  
Mini Musical rehearsal (see pg 
5-Music Notes) 

All Church Bowling 1see pg 6) 

21�
�
Council Mtg 7pm  

22�
  

23�
 �
CC Rehearsal 7pm  

24�
  

25�
  

26�
  

27   17th S after Pentecost�
9am Adult Bible Class 
10am Worship and SS 
Stewardship-Gift Sharing 
Mini Musical rehearsal (see pg 
5-Music Notes) 

28�
 
Deacons Mtg 7pm  
  

29�
 Guest Steward 
Gathering 7pm  
(see page 7) 

 

30�
 �
CC Rehearsal 7pm  

Oct 1�
  

Oct 2�
  

Oct 3�
  

October 4  
Guest Steward in Worship 10am  

AA=Alcoholics Anonymous 
CA=Christian Action         CC=Chancel Choir              
CE=Christian Education�
EMMP=Eric Moody Memorial Pavilion 

F & F Choir =Friends and Family  Choir 
FH = Fellowship Hall    CTP=CREATED TO PRAISE CHOIR�
ICOB=IVY CHAPEL ORCHESTRAL BAND   

JNM=JOINT NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES  
KYP=KEEPING YOU POSTED        LL=L OWER LEVEL         
PP=PURPLE PAGES                     SS=SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Jazzercise 8:30/9:30am�
AA 1pm�
Jazzercise 4:30/5:45pm 

Jazzercise 8:30/9:30am�
Jazzercise 4:30/5:45pm 

Jazzercise 8:30/9:30am�
Jazzercise 4:30/5:45pm 

Jazzercise 8:30/9:30am�
Jazzercise 4:30/5:45pm 

Jazzercise 8:30/9:30am�
Jazzercise 4:30 

Jazzercise 8/9:05am�
AA 10:30am 

 


